Firemen’s Association of the State of Pennsylvania

Office of the South Central Director Curtis Alleman
132nd Annual Convention, Lake Harmony PA 
September 21-24, 2011

Wednesday September 21, 2011

On Wednesday evening the FASP executive board met and took the following actions.

Approved the 2012 budget 

Approved the fund raising contract with our current phone vendor which extends the contract till 9/30/2012.
No by-laws were submitted for approval.

Convention books had a total of $9,500 in contributions.   

No further Business was brought forward for action by the Executive board.

Thursday September 22, 2011
Thursday Morning was started with the opening ceremonies by the Albrightsville and Lake Harmony Fire Companies.   The Co-Host departments also honored and presented the Somerset Fire Company in honor of the 10th anniversary of 9/11 as they were the scheduled host for the 2001 FASP Convention.   After the opening ceremonies Commissioner Ed Mann took the podium and gave his annual report.   Commissioner Mann reported on the following issues:
A.  Deadline for the State Fire Grants is October 21 but he is considering extending this but will evaluate this due to the incidents with Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee.   

B.  We are Fire/EMS companies need to remember the importance of the Grant program and the need for each of us to contact our state elected officials and explain how important this program is.  He also discussed pointing out the number of incidents and public service details that were preformed during the two most recent storms that many areas have taken part in the past few weeks.   The current grant is scheduled to expire on June 30, 2012.   

C. Currently the Commissioner’s office has money from a grant to perform up to 20 classes at the awareness level for Marcellus Shale training.   

D. Cancer Presumption has been passed and a Cancer coalition has now been formed and a 1-800 number set up for assistance on opening a claim for the cancer presumption.   PA Professional Firefighters and the PA Fire Commissioners office have entered into this as a joint venture.

E. Tim Dunkle will be retiring in October and Gary Rickenbaugh will be retiring in April 2012.  

F. Burn Building renovations at the academy have been approved and will start in the fall of 2011 or spring 2012.  

G. To date we have only had 3 LODD’s which is showing the effects of the on the road “Courage to be Safe/Everyone Goes Home” classes that have been taught across the state by Commissioner Mann.   This class is still available by contacting the Commissioner’s office to have the class scheduled.

H. Pennfirs – This program is now web based and is available to all departments to start using.   The maintenance fee that departments currently have to pay will also be picked up by the state once you start using the web base system.  Over the next two years it’s the goal of the commissioner’s office to have everyone using the web base program or you will not be eligible for the state fire grant.  The commissioner’s office is also working on setting up a webinar for departments and organizations to use as an information piece on the web-based program.

With no further business being brought forward President Glenn Thomas then recessed the meeting till 1pm.

At 1pm the annual memorial service was held with 77 members being honored who passed away over the past year.  In addition to the 77 members that were honored both Albrightsville and Lake Harmony honored several members and officers of their respective departments.   

After the memorial service the FASP went back into session with our out of state guest being introduced by our out of state coordinator Charles Myers.   Guest from Maryland, Delaware, Maryland Ladies Auxiliary, and CVVFA were in attendance.   Delaware guest Steve Austin spoke to the association on the importance of contacting our local congressman and senators and ask them to support and co-sponsor HR1348 which is the Fire Police Act that gives our fire police officers the same benefits as our firefighters with regards to the LODD benefits.  

After the introduction of our guest, President Glenn Thomas opened up the floor for nominations of all elected offices for the FASP.   No opposition occurred to any of the offices and no election was required.   The secretary was then instructed to cast the lone ballot for the positions with no opposition occurring.  

With no other business coming before the floor, President Glenn Thomas adjourned the meeting until 9am on Friday September 23, 2011.

Friday September 23, 2011

President Glenn Thomas opened up the morning session and had Co-Chairman of the Convention; Chief Ralph Lennon introduced the guest speaker for our general session.   The Guest Speaker was Chuck Burkell who started his career in Greenville (Mercer County) and has been in charge of the Executive Fire Officer Program.  Mr. Burkell spoke to the crowd about Fire Leadership and traits in the Fire Service.   He pointed out the importance of making cuts to our fire departments and giving back to the community to help with the economic issues and to also help with fighting for fire safety initiatives at the state and federal level.   

After hearing from Mr. Burkell, Mr. Glenn Thomas introduced Don Konkle Executive Director of PFESI who spoke on the following legislative issues.

A.  He emphasized the importance of documenting in detail all activities small and large that were completed during the recent floods and storms as this can be used for the upcoming reauthorization of the grant bill.

B. Training report from the committee is going to be released within the next 30 days and will be posted on www.pfesi.org.  This report will address multiple training concerns from across the state along with multiple financial issues related to training.

C. Discussion is occurring on increasing the Foreign Fire Insurance by .25 - .50% to allow the state to offer 100% free fire training to all emergency responders.

D. PFESI received a grant from NFPA that will allow the institute to do better education to the fire service on sprinklers and the importance of having sprinklers in all single family dwellings.   The program will be an approximate 20 minute program with emphasis being placed on light weight construction.

After Don gave his report he introduced Mike Dryden a lawyer from Philadelphia who spoke on the cancer presumption law and the importance of documentation for these claims.  His office will be working with the cancer coalition to provide legal assistance free of charge to any services that may need assistance on a claim.

The FASP lobbyist then took the stage and gave her annual legislative report.  She also reported on the fact that Carbon Monoxide detectors legislation is moving forward and looks to be coming out of committee in the next few weeks.  Background checks bill will be coming forward soon.  Tracy also emphasized as did Don and Commissioner Mann on the importance of interacting with your elected officials and showing your elected officials how important the grant bill is to your departments and the need to re-authorize this program.   
The FASP then presented resolutions to Albrightsville and Lake Harmony for being the host of the 132nd FASP Convention and Parade.

The publicity committee then gave their annual report.  Chairman Ernie Rojan reported on the fact that the PA Fireman is now going to the local offices of all Senators and House of Representative.   As a result of the recent heated sprinkler issues 7 legislators wrote to the publicity office and stated that they no longer wanted to hear from the fire service and also asked to cancel their subscription to PA Fireman which they don’t even pay to receive.   

The Credentials Committee reported that we had 62 committee members signed in for the convention meetings with 44 guests.

Bob Timko then spoke on NVFC.   Mr. Timko spoke on fact that grant funding will be getting cut.  He also emphasized that it is vital for everyone to contact Senator Pat Toomey’s office and emphasizes the importance of keeping the grant funding at its currently level at a minimum.   SAFER grant for volunteer recruitment and retention will be increasing to 20% but as a result we will see a cut in the AFG grant funding.  The Duracell battery program may be having an additional phase that will be forthcoming.
The FASP then presented 39 total scholarships with 9 going to individuals from the South Central District.   6-$1,000 Scholarships and 33 $500.00 Scholarships were awarded for the entire state.   

With no further business being brought forward the meeting was recessed till 1pm at which time installation of officers and the 48th annual awards program would commence.

At 1pm President Glenn Thomas called the session back into order.   Sr. Vice President Richard Blosky was sworn in as in coming president by Chaplain George Coleman Jr.   After being sworn in the remainder of the 2012 FASP officers were sworn in.   

After the swearing in ceremony the podium was turned over the awards chairman John Bem who was the master of ceremonies for the 48th annual FASP Awards program.  The follow individuals or companies received awards during the annual awards program.

2011 Chief Robert Little Jr. Memorial Fire Safety Education Awards:

Division C:


1st Place –Union City Fire Company


2nd Place – Hastings VFC #1


3rd Place – Geo. McMurty Company

Division B:


1st Place – Willing Hand Hose #1, Montoursville


2nd Place – Glenolden VFD


3rd Place – Perry Hi Way Hose Co, Erie


Honorable Mention – Swedesburg VFC

2011 Chief Robert Little Jr. Memorial Fire Saftety Education Awards (Cont.):

Division A:


1st Place – Abington Twp Fire Company


2nd Place – Citizen’s Fire Company No. 1, Palmyra


3rd Place – West Grove Fire Company


Honorable Mention – Fairview Twp VFC


Honorable Mention – Mount Lebanon Fire Department

Earl Dundore Civilian Humanitarian Award:

1.  Chris Sigler, Bellfonte PA  

2. Russell Meizer, Brackenridge PA

3. Officer James Rogerson, Oakmont Police Department

4. Officer Sean McNaughton, Oakmont Police Department

FASP Unit Citation Valor Award:

1. Ford City Fire Department, Ford City PA

FASP Individual Valor Award:

1. Norman C. Reitz, Assistant Fire Chief, Chambersburg Fire Department

2. Firefighters Travis Dominic Temarantz, Hanover Township Fire Department

William Philips Memorial Fire Safety Education Award:

1. Earl Cunningham Jr., Plymouth Fire Co. No. 1, Plymouth PA

Charles Pentz Memorial Fire Training Award:

1. Robert H. Grunmeier II, Bucks County Community College

Hereda/Terrini Memorial Jr. Firefighter Award:

1. Jeremy C. Fox, Highland Hose Co. #1, Tarentum PA

James A. Miller “B” Award:

1. Split Rock Resorts and Golf Club, Lake Harmony PA

James A Miller “A” Award: Firefighter of the Year

1. George Coleman Jr, Chaplain FASP, Cannonsburg PA

After the conclusion of the awards ceremony the podium was turned back over to President Glenn Thomas who asked for any new business.

South Central Director Curtis Alleman took the floor and made a motion to have the FASP send all congressman and both senators a letter asking for them to co-sponsor and support HR1348 (Fire Police Act).  This motion was approved.

Ernie Rojan then took the floor and made a motion asking that a letter also be sent to all congressman and both senators asking for them to co-sponsor and support the D-Block bill which would set radio frequencies aside just for the emergency service providers.   This also was approved.

President Glenn Thomas then has convention chairman/NE PA Director Steve Lilick come forward along with co-chairman Ralph Lennon and give information on the evenings events, the fire expo and information on Saturdays parade.   After this information was provided, President Glenn Thomas introduced in-coming president Richard Blosky who gave a few words to the association as the in-coming president.   President Thomas then adjourned the 2011 FASP Convention meeting with no further business being brought forward.   

After the conclusion of the 2011 FASP Convention meeting the executive board met and went over committee assignments and officer duties for the 2012 year along with going over meeting dates and locations for 2012.   Below are the tentative meeting dates for the FASP 2012 year.

January 13 &14 2012, Radisson Penn Harris Hotel & Convention Center, Camp Hill PA

April 20 & 21 2012, State Fire Academy, Lewistown PA (This site has not been confirmed yet!)
July 13 & 14 2012, Montgomery County Fire Academy, Norristown PA

September 26-29 2012, 133rd Annual FASP Convention, Norristown PA.  All Meetings will be held at Montgomery County Fire Academy.

Something new that was held this year was live fire training session on Thursday and Friday.   It was reported that approximately 88 firefighters participated in the hand on training sessions.   Also this year the host companies held a fire expo which was held on Friday and Saturday with approximately 40 vendors being present along with several antique fire apparatus.   

Lake Harmony and Albrightsville also held open house and social events on Thursday evening at each of the host stations and all were well attending.  

Approximately 75 individuals attended the Friday Evening Presidents dinner where outgoing president Glenn Thomas was presented with an engraved watch by VFIS representative Jerry Poland and a Presentation Axe was presented to President Glenn Thomas by Provident Agency representative Bob Timko.

Saturday’s weather turned out to be very nice and the well attended crowd had the opportunity to witness a good turnout of apparatus and marching units during the approximately 3 hour parade.   After the parade the crowd and participants had the opportunity to partake in some social time unit the awards were presented at approximately 7:30pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Curtis S. Alleman

South Central Director FASP
